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St. James’ Episcopal Church welcomes you to our service of worship.   
If you are searching for a spiritual home, we invite you to become  

part of our community of faith and love. 
 

The mission of St. James’ Church derives from the nature of the church.  
 It exists for the good of all people, to spread the word of God’s Salvation  

and to bring people to know Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
Holy Eucharist 

19 February 2023 9:30 AM 
 



Let us acknowledge with respect and reverence the Unkechaug People, who have stewarded this 

land throughout the generations, while not forgetting the colonization of this land. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Gloria                

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 

glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 

away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 

alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 

Father.  Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. O God, who before the passion 

of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us 

that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear 

our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson                 Exodus 24:12-18 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give 

you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 

instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the 

mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; 

for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” Then Moses went 

up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the Lord settled on 



Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out 

of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the 

top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went 

up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. The Word 

of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 2                         
1 Why are the nations in an uproar? * 

Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together, * 

against the Lord and against his Anointed? 
3 "Let us break their yoke," they say; * 

"let us cast off their bonds from us." 
4 He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; * 

the Lord has them in derision. 
5 Then he speaks to them in his wrath, * 

and his rage fills them with terror. 
6 "I myself have set my king * 

upon my holy hill of Zion." 
7 Let me announce the decree of the Lord: * 

he said to me, "You are my Son; this day have I begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance * 

and the ends of the earth for your possession. 
9 You shall crush them with an iron rod * 

and shatter them like a piece of pottery." 
10 And now, you kings, be wise; * 

be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
11 Submit to the Lord with fear, * 

and with trembling bow before him; 
12 Lest he be angry and you perish; * 

for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
13 Happy are they all * 

who take refuge in him! 

 

 

 



The Second Lesson                        2 Peter 1:16-21 

A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter. 

We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he 

received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 

Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We 

ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 

So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to 

this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 

your hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter 

of one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and 

women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.    

 

The Gospel                Matthew 17:1-9 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 

high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 

the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 

Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 

wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the 

cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 

When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus 

came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, 

they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus  

ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from 

the dead.” The Gospel of our Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

Homily      
 

The Nicene Creed (Please Stand) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 

he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son 

he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 

holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 

Presider: Before we offer gifts at the altar, let us offer prayers for all our sisters and brothers in 

the church and the world who need justice, mercy, and reconciliation. 
 

Intercessor(s) 

For the church of Jesus Christ throughout the world. Lord, have mercy. 
 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Lawrence, Geralyn, Daniel, and William our bishops, 

Hickman our presbyter, for deacons and all who minister in Christ. Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who suffer from any form of oppression, and for the hungry and homeless. Lord, 

have mercy.  
 

For all who are sick and in need of prayer, and for the dying and the dead. Lord, have 

mercy.  

 

For ourselves, and for our families and all those we love. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary, blessed James, and all the saints, let us offer ourselves 

and one another to the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord. 
 

Presider: Loving God, who commands us to do what is right and good, hear the prayers we offer 

you this day that all peoples may approach your holy table in peace and unity; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence is kept. Most merciful God, we 

confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 

may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen.  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through 

Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. 

You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the 

womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. 

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; 

And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as 

we shout with joy: 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

           Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a 

people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them 

to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim 

the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus 



Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to 

you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. We thank you that on the night before 

he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to 

his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and 

said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you 

and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” And so, 

remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, 

longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed 

and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: Dying, you destroyed our death. 

Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to 

us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may 

be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, 

and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed James, and all your people into the joy of 

our true eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. Blessed 

are you now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Fraction Anthem 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to come to the altar for Communion.  

   

Post Communion Prayer  (Please Stand)      

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you 

have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your 

people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 



may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life 

of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal               

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia Alleluia 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia Alleluia 

 
 

Announcements 

 

Welcome to our service.  We are happy you could join us, either in person or via technological 

means.  May you find this worship to be bread on your spiritual journey. To join us as we worship 

via Zoom. Call in to 646 558.8656 Meeting ID: 317 854 854 Password: 187300.  

 

Please join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall after service.  We are having our Mardi Gras Carnival 

Potluck! We’re also burning Palms at the end of our time together.  

 
Dates to Remember 

 

22 February Ash Wednesday 12 Noon and 6 PM 

18 March Essential Items Drive 9A-12Noon 

2 April  Palm Sunday 

6 April  Maundy Thursday 

7 April  Good Friday 

9 April  Easter 

 
For a Birthday 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as 
she begins another year.  Grant that she may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen 
her trust in your goodness all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
For Travelers 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence 
we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel in particular _____________; 



surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them 

in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
For an Anniversary 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon 

these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness 
and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing 
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

     
The Most Rev’d Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Right Rev’d Lawrence Provenzano, Bishop of Long Island 

The Right Rev’d Geralyn Wolf, Assistant Bishop 

The Right Rev’d Daniel Allotey, Assisting Bishop 

The Right Rev’d William Franklin, Assisting Bishop 

The Rev’d Hickman Alexandre, Vicar 

Faith Donohue, Parish Administrator 
 

Bishop’s Committee 

Dawn Herrmann -23  & Sharon Smith -24; Wardens 

Doreen Vaz, Treasurer 

Ted Anderson -24, Kamala Browne -25, Judy McCadden-23 

Tracy Rentz McLeod -24, John Ryley -23 
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