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St. James’ Episcopal Church welcomes you to our service of worship.   

If you are searching for a spiritual home, we invite you to become  
part of our community of faith and love. 

 
The mission of St. James’ Church derives from the nature of the church.  
 It exists for the good of all people, to spread the word of God’s Salvation  

and to bring people to know Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Morning Prayer 

31 October 2021 9:30 AM 



I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord."    Psalm 122:1 

 

Lord, open our lips. And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  

    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, *  

    and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  

    and the heights of the hills are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, *  

    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture  

and the sheep of his hand. * 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us  adore him. 
 

Psalm 146            \ 
1 Hallelujah! 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! *I will praise the Lord as long as I live;  

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 



2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * 

for there is no help in them. 
3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * 

and in that day their thoughts perish. 
4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 

whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 

who keeps his promise for ever; 
6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 

and food to those who hunger. 
7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * 

the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
8 The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; * 

he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
9 The Lord shall reign for ever, * 

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

First Lesson         Ruth 1:1-18 

A Reading from the Book of Ruth. 

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain 

man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife 

and two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife 

Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were 

Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and 

remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left 

with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah 

and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, both 

Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons 

and her husband. Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the 

country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had 



considered his people and given them food. So she set out from the place where 

she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their 

way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, 

"Go back each of you to your mother's house. May the Lord deal kindly with 

you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The Lord grant that you may 

find security, each of you in the house of your husband." Then she kissed them, 

and they wept aloud. They said to her, "No, we will return with you to your 

people." But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? 

Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? Turn 

back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I 

thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear 

sons, would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from 

marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, 

because the hand of the Lord has turned against me." Then they wept aloud 

again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. So she said, "See, 

your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your 

sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from 

following you! Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, I will lodge; your 

people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die— 

there will I be buried. May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, if 

even death parts me from you!” When Naomi saw that she was determined to go 

with her, she said no more to her. The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 

Canticle 8 The Song of Moses Cantemus Domino Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18 

 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 

the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *the Lord has become my Savior. 

This is my God and I will praise him, * 

the God of my people and I will exalt him. 

The Lord is a mighty warrior; * Yahweh is his Name. 

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 



the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 

they sank into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 

your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 

Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 

who is like you, glorious in holiness, 

awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 

You stretched forth your right hand; * the earth swallowed them up. 

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 

with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 

You will bring them in and plant them * 

on the mount of your possession, 

The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 

the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 

The Lord shall reign *for ever and for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Second Lesson       Hebrews 9:11-14 

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. 

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 

through the greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 

creation), he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats 

and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. For if 

the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies 

those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much more will 

the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 

blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living 

God! The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Canticle 18 A Song to the Lamb Dignus es Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13 

 

Splendor and honor and kingly power * are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

For you created everything that is, * 

and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 

for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

From every family, language, people, and nation, * 

a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * for ever and for evermore. 

 

The Reading from the Gospel            Mark 12:28-34 

A Reading from the Gospel of Mark. 

One of the scribes came near and heard the Saducees disputing with one another, 

and seeing that Jesus answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment 

is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, 

the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 

all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is 

this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 

greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you 

have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love 

him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ 

and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all 

whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, 

he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one 

dared to ask him any question. The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Homily 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 

in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 



the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray.  Our Father, who art 

in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 

our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  and 

the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrages A 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

R.    And grant us your salvation. 

V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

R.    Let your people sing with joy. 

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 

R.    Your saving health among all nations. 

V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

 



 

Collect of the Day       

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer 

you true and laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to 

obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Sundays 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our 

worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your 

blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: 

Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations 

into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your 

kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Your intercessions and thanksgivings are invited and welcomed. 

 

The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 

humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 

whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all 

the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 

redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, 

and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 

mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not 

only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 



through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 

us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come 

life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

Announcements 

 

Welcome to our service.  We are happy you could join us, either in person 

or via technological means.  May you find this worship to be bread on your 

spiritual journey. To join us as we worship via Zoom. Call in to 646 558.8656 

Meeting ID: 317 854 854  Password: 187300 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

5 November  Book of Remembrance  

 Cathedral of the Incarnation, Garden City 10 AM 

7 November Bishop Franklin’s Visitation 9:30 AM 

(There will not be a First Saturday Service on 6 November.) 

 Socks for Saints Remember to Fall back. 

13 November Diocesan Convention 

14 November Congregational Meeting 

20 November  Essential Items Drive 9A-12N 



28 November First Sunday in Advent 

4 December First Saturday Service 5 PM 

For a Birthday 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant 

N. as she begins another year.  Grant that she may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen her trust in your goodness all the days of her life; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

For Travelers 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 

presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel in particular 

_____________; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every 

danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
 

For an Anniversary 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is 

represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore 

your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and 

cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, 

that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

The Most Rev’d Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Right Rev’d Lawrence Provenzano, Bishop of Long Island 

The Right Rev’d Geralyn Wolf, Assistant Bishop 

The Right Rev’d Daniel Allotey, Assisting Bishop 

The Right Rev’d William Franklin, Assisting Bishop 

The Rev’d Hickman Alexandre, Vicar 

Carolyn Walsh, Organist 

Faith Donohue, Parish Administrator 

Bishop’s Committee 

Dawn Herrmann -21  & Sharon Smith -22; Wardens 



Doreen Vaz, Treasurer 

Ted Anderson -21, Kamala Browne -22, Judy McCadden-23 

Tracy Rentz McLeod -21, John Ryley -23, Walt Thomas -22 
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