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St. James’ Episcopal Church welcomes you to our service of worship.   

If you are searching for a spiritual home, we invite you to become  
part of our community of faith and love. 

 
The mission of St. James’ Church derives from the nature of the church.  
 It exists for the good of all people, to spread the word of God’s Salvation  

and to bring people to know Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Morning Prayer 

26 September 2021 9:30 AM 



Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy 

hill and to your dwelling. Psalm 43:3 

 

Lord, open our lips. And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 

Come let us  adore him. 

 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  

    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, *  

    and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  

    and the heights of the hills are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, *  

    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For he is our God,  

and we are the people of his pasture  

and the sheep of his hand. * 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 

Come let us  adore him. 

 

Psalm 124       
1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * let Israel now say; 



2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

when enemies rose up against us; 
3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

in their fierce anger toward us; 
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 

and the torrent gone over us; 
5 Then would the raging waters *have gone right over us. 
6 Blessed be the Lord! * 

he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

First Lesson      Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

A Reading from the Book of Esther. 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they 

were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen 

Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my 

kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, 

O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is my petition-- and the 

lives of my people-- that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be 

destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men 

and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this 

damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and 

where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked 

Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. Then Harbona, 

one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman 

has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty 

cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the 

gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. 

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the 



provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep 

the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, 

year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the 

month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning 

into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for 

sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor. The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Canticle 8 The Song of Moses Cantemus Domino Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18 

 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 

the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 

the Lord has become my Savior. 

This is my God and I will praise him, * 

the God of my people and I will exalt him. 

The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 

Yahweh is his Name. 

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army 

 has he hurled into the sea; * 

the finest of those who bear armor have been 

drowned in the Red Sea. 

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 

they sank into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 

your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 

Who can be compared with you,  

O Lord, among the gods? * 

who is like you, glorious in holiness, 

awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 

You stretched forth your right hand; * 

the earth swallowed them up. 

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 

with your might you brought them  



in safety to your holy dwelling. 

You will bring them in and plant them * 

on the mount of your possession, 

The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 

the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 

The Lord shall reign *for ever and for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  

and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Second Lesson        James 5:13-20 

A Reading from the Letter of James. 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 

songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church 

and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The 

prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 

committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray 

for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 

effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not 

rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed 

again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and 

sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, 

you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the 

sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 18 A Song to the Lamb Dignus es Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13 

Splendor and honor and kingly power * 

are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

For you created everything that is, * 

and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 

for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

From every family, language, people, and nation, * 



a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 

and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 

for ever and for evermore. 

The Reading from the Gospel      Mark 9:38-50 

A Reading from the Gospel of Mark. 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and 

we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop 

him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to 

speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives 

you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose 

the reward. “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 

believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your 

neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; 

it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the 

unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you 

to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye 

causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with 

one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, 

and the fire is never quenched. “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but 

if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 

peace with one another.” The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray.  Our Father, who art in 

heaven,  hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrages B  

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  

R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

V. Day by day we bless you;  

R. We praise your Name for ever.  

V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;  

R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.  

V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;  

R. For we put our trust in you.  

V. In you, Lord, is our hope;  

R. And we shall never hope in vain 

 

Collect of the Day      

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us 

the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become 

partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Sundays 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection 

of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that 

the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed 

Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that 

people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 



pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Your intercessions and thanksgivings are invited and welcomed. 

 

The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 

thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 

made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our 

Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, 

give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 

show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 

selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness 

all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 

that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us 

in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 

 

Welcome to our service.  We are happy you could join us, either in person or via 

technological means.  May you find this worship to be bread on your spiritual journey. 

To join us as we worship via Zoom. Call in to 646 558.8656 Meeting ID: 317 854 854  

Password: 187300 

 

Today marks the end of our special offering for Episcopal Relief and Development 

towards the recovery in the areas devastated by Ida and Nicholas.  Thank you for your 

generosity. 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

2 October First Saturday Service 5 PM 

3 October Blessing of the Animals Evening Prayer 4 PM 

16 October Essential Items Drive 9A-12N 

5 November  Book of Remembrance  

 Cathedral of the Incarnation, Garden City 10 AM 

7 November Bishop Franklin’s Visitation 9:30 AM 

(There will not be a First Saturday Service on 6 November.) 

13 November Diocesan Convention 

14 November Congregational Meeting 

20 November  Essential Items Drive 9A-12N 

28 November First Sunday in Advent 

4 December First Saturday Service 5 PM 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



For a Birthday 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. 
as she begins another year.  Grant that she may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen her trust in your goodness all the days of her life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 

For Travelers 
O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 

presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel in particular 
_____________; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every 
danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

For an Anniversary 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented 
the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing 
upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be 

a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Most Rev’d Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Right Rev’d Lawrence Provenzano, Bishop of Long Island 

The Right Rev’d Geralyn Wolf, Assistant Bishop 

The Right Rev’d Daniel Allotey, Assisting Bishop 

The Right Rev’d William Franklin, Assisting Bishop 

The Rev’d Hickman Alexandre, Vicar 

Carolyn Walsh, Organist 

Faith Donohue, Parish Administrator 
 

Bishop’s Committee 

Dawn Herrmann -21  & Sharon Smith -22; Wardens 

Doreen Vaz, Treasurer 

Ted Anderson -21, Kamala Browne -22, Judy McCadden-23 

Tracy Rentz McLeod -21, John Ryley -23, Walt Thomas -22 


