
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

The Liturgy of the Word and Homily 

23 August 2020 9:30 AM 
 



 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 

heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have 

mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 

prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 

are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father. Amen 

 

The Collect   

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray. Grant, O merciful God, 

that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may 

show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen 

 

The First Lesson     Romans 12:1-8 

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 



renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what 

is good and acceptable and perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 

more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we 

have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, 

who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 

another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 

in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the 

exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness. The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm  124     

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, *let Israel now say; 

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, *when enemies rose up against us; 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

in their fierce anger toward us; 

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *and the torrent gone over us; 

5 Then would the raging waters *have gone right over us. 

6 Blessed be the Lord! * he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, *the maker of heaven and earth. 

   

The Gospel        

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew . 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the 

Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He 



said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are 

the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 

you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 

my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 

my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound 

in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he 

sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. The 

Gospel of our Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Homily 

      

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

 



Prayers of the People   

 

Presider:  Let us offer prayers to God who builds the church of Christ on the rock 

of faith and gives it the keys of the kingdom. 

 

Intercessor(s):  For this holy gathering, for the people of God in every place, and for 

all who seek the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the light of justice among all peoples. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For students and teachers, and all those returning to their studies. Lord, have 

mercy. 

 

For abundant fruits of the earth, and for safety from violent storms. Lord, have 

mercy. 

 

For the sick and the suffering, travelers and those on vacation, prisoners, 

captives, and their families, and all those in danger and need. Lord, have 

mercy. 

 

For our communities and those who live in them, and for our families, 

companions, and all those we love. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who rest in Christ and for all the dead. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lifting our voices with all creation, with the ever blessed Mary the God bearer, 

blessed James, and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the 

living God through Christ. To you, O Lord.  

 

Presider: God of Abraham and Sarah, hear the prayers we offer today and make the 

wilderness of this world a garden of salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  



Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence is kept for a while. Most 

merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 

Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life.  Amen. The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  And 

also with you.   

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, Our Father, 

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

Christ the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life for the sheep draw you and 

all who hear his voice to be one within one fold and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 

with you always. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 

 

Welcome to our service.  We are happy you could join us, either in person or via 

technological means.  May you find this worship to be bread on your spiritual 

journey.   To join us as we worship via Zoom.  Call in to 646 558.8656 Meeting 

ID: 317 854 854  Password: 187300 

 

Fr. Hickman may be reached at 631.320.8777. 

 

Saturday evening services for September will be 5 September and 19 September 

at 5 PM. 

 

The Bishop’s Committee will meet via Zoom on 27 August.   
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